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LIVING OUR FAITH   

 Today’s parable from St. Luke is thought to be among the most difficult 

texts to understand. St. Augustine remarked that he couldn’t believe this story 

came from the lips of the Lord. The title given this story - The Parable of the 

Dishonest Steward – gives a hint at what the fuss is all about. 

 Many Scripture scholars say this is the tale of an estate manager skilled in 

crooked business dealings. He was so conniving that when he was fired for blatant 

criminal activity, he found a way of protecting his future. His former employer 

seemingly shook his head in disbelief at how cunning he was. He even gets praise 

form the Lord! 

 At first glance, it is baffling. Why would Jesus ever recommend the 

strategies of a crooked schemer? Because despite all his dishonesty, the man 

represents someone who is smart enough to ensure that his interests, however 

despicable, will be protected in the future. 

 Through this story, Jesus is urging us to do the same. He is telling us to act 

with the same determination to ensure our future. Jesus insists that we should be as 

intensely concerned about our ultimate fulfillment as this con man was about his. 

 The point of the parable is to remind us what really matters, what truly 

counts in the long run: experiencing the divine love that will transform us. This is 

our true future. To obtain that goal we are being challenged by this Gospel to order 

our lives accordingly 

 

Questions for the week: How can I be a prudent steward of the wealth God has 

blessed me with? Where do I regard my true wealth? 
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Without this virtue, your moral life is unstable 

Courage enables us to translate our moral convictions into moral action. 

FATHER BRYAN MASSINGALE 

Like many Americans, I have followed the investigation of the events surrounding 

the violent insurrection at the U.S. Capitol on January 6, 2021. Listening to the 

testimonies given during the public hearings, I’ve felt anger, dismay, and sadness. 

The witnesses also arouse in me another emotion: admiration. I admire the courage 

of the Black women poll workers from Georgia who refused to back down in the 

face of threats to themselves and their families. I am inspired by the courage of 

Republican lawmakers who acted for the good of the country over the short-term 

interests of their political party. I admire the courage of the young White House 

aide who broke ranks with her elders and spoke her truth concerning the events of 

that day. 

In the midst of harrowing violence and grave constitutional danger facing the 

country, the courage of women and men gives me both relief and hope. The 

common denominator in all of these people is courage. 

Traditionally, four virtues are called cardinal—from the Latin word for “hinge.” 

These four—prudence, temperance, justice, and fortitude (also called courage)—

are considered the chief capacities that enable one to live a moral life. These 

virtues empower Christians to live lives that more and more imitate Jesus. As the 

Catechism of the Catholic Church teaches, virtues “dispose all the powers of the 

human being for communion with divine love.” 

Of the cardinal virtues, Thomas Aquinas gives pride of place to courage. He 

declares that courage (or fortitude) is the condition of every virtue because it 

provides the strength of will needed to exercise any virtue consistently. Courage is 

the willingness to do what is right despite obstacles, frustrations, and fear. 

This is a key point. Aquinas holds that courage is not the absence of fear. Rather, it 

is the ability to overcome fear. It is the strength of character to persevere in doing 

the right thing despite being afraid. 

When I teach my students about courage, I emphasize that it is not a “Superman” 

virtue. You don’t need courage if you’re invulnerable, impervious to harm, or 

without risk. Courage presupposes our vulnerability. Courage is necessary 

precisely because we can be harmed by doing what is right. It is necessary because 

we can be wounded, or worse, in doing the right thing. We need the inner 

determination and resolve to act in the face of fear. That inner determination and 

resolve to act despite knowing we can be hurt in the pursuit of good is the essence 

of courage. 

African American author Maya Angelou gives a wonderful contemporary 

statement of the essence of courage when she writes, “Courage is the most 

important of all the virtues, because without courage you can’t practice any other 

virtue consistently. You can practice any virtue erratically, but nothing consistently 

without courage.” She also laments that while many of us have empathy, or the 

ability to understand and respond to the pain of another, “we may not have enough 

courage to display it.” Without courage, she observes, we cannot be “kind, true, 

merciful, generous, or honest.” Especially if doing so puts ourselves at risk. 

https://uscatholic.org/authors/father-bryan-massingale/
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Of the cardinal virtues, Thomas Aquinas gives pride of place to courage. 

Without courage we cannot be consistently moral or good. Because we will 

succumb to fear. The fear of being judged disloyal. The fear of losing the approval 

of family and friends. The fear of being fired. The fear of threatening letters, 

emails, or tweets. The fear of powerful leaders. The fear of loneliness or 

abandonment. The fear of being hurt or injured. Even the fear of being killed. 

Fear is an important instrument of control. Fear keeps us from being our best 

selves. Our true selves. 

Moral courage is the willingness to take a potentially costly moral action simply 

because it is the right thing to do. It is acting despite the personal consequences 

because of the harm that can be prevented or the good that can be provided for 

others. Moral courage is what turns moral conviction into moral action. 

What distinguishes courageous people is not necessarily their beliefs but their 

willingness to act on these beliefs in the face of opposition, ridicule, danger, and 

fear. Being afraid is part of the human condition. Courage enables us to translate 

our moral convictions into action—despite being afraid. 

As Christians, we believe that courage is a gift of the Holy Spirit. I am inspired by 

the courageous witness of those who did what was right and who stood for truth 

despite the enormous pressures brought against them. I pray for a greater infusion 

of courage in our public leaders and in my fellow citizens, that we can counter the 

assaults against our democracy and refuse the lies that poison our common life 

together.  

 

 

Readings for this Weekend – September 18th 

Amos 8:4-7 

1 Timothy 2:1-8 

Luke 16:1-13 

Readings for next Weekend – September 25th 

Amos 6:1a, 4-7 

1 Timothy 6:11-16 

Luke 16:19-31 

 

Donations for last Weekend – September 11th 

$1696 

Thank you! 
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LET US PRAY… 

We continue to pray for peace in the troubled areas of our world, and in 

particular, we pray for the people of the Ukraine and all those affected by the  

We join our Holy Father in his prayer intentions for September 2022 –  

Abolition of the Death Penalty 

 

We pray that the death penalty, which attacks the dignity of the human person, 

may be legally abolished in every  

 

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK AND THOSE IN NEED 

If you would like to add a name to our prayer list, contact the Parish office. 

We kindly ask that you do not request a name to be included without the express 

consent of the person for whom you are requesting prayer. While the request may 

be very well-intentioned, we want to respect people’s right to privacy. 

We ask for prayer for Charles Thomas and his ministry, Betty and Robert 

Friedland, Kathryn Jones and her family, Brian and Maria Cosgrove,  

Richard Rakin, Andrew Mikulski, Rod Baumert, Todd Conklin, Jean Van Lowe 

 

PRAYERS FOR THE DEARLY DEPARTED 

We lovingly remember in prayer all our deceased family members, friends, and 

parishioners and in particular: Bobby Smith, Anthony Lanza, Juliana Frangipane, 

Robert Dubas, Nestor Mir, Jarred Doughty, Donald Hendrickson, Adalberto 

Santiago, Carl Belfiore, Darlene Henry, Elenore Whitney Pirrota, Steve Nicoli, 

Nubia Quintero-Edwards, Stanley Jacobs, William Cardone, Vincenza Siciliano, 

Louisa Butler, Judith King, Bernard Jones, Viola DiMarzio, Robert DeStefano, Jr., 

Raymond Collins, Lorraine Rakin, Wilson DeMyer, Peter Cosintino, Nadine 

Gallagher, Tim Rogers, Joan Davis, Debbie Huggler, Amara Campbell, Barbara 

Taylor, Thomas Hasbrouck, Francisco Dueno, Daniel Downes, Alberto 

Quirindongo, Patricia Mullen Smith, Edwin Fancher, Jr., Russell Jackson, Mary 

Stubits, Peter Gozza, Michael Stubits, Margaret Rapenske, Claire Delaney, Emilia 

Symanski, Christa Somers, Gerardo Contreras, Jesse Kinney, Lorena Alvarado, 

James Forshay, John Hannon, Alice La Chance, Adele Henderson, Alexa Gabby 

Rodriguez, Ida Alvarez, Michael McKeon 
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A BLESSED CATECHETICAL SUNDAY! 

The 2022-2023 school year of Religious Education will begin this Sunday, 

September 18th. 

Our wonderful team of volunteer catechists will be commissioned, and their 

ministry blessed, at our 10AM Sunday Mass.  

We ask that you keep our catechists in your prayers. 

We also ask that join us in praying for the children and youth entrusted to us in our 

Program.   

May they continue to grow in faith, and love of the Lord and one another. 
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TEEN FAITH FORMATION 

Are you a teenager who would like to learn more about our Catholic Christian 

faith? Maybe you went through a Religious Education Program, but still have 

questions about what we believe. Or maybe you were baptized, but have not 

received the Sacraments of Holy Communion and/or Confirmation. Or perhaps you 

were never baptized and are interested in exploring our faith.  

Whatever your circumstance, you are welcome! 

We are excited to offer an opportunity for older teens (high school age) who would 

like to more deeply explore our faith, prepare for the reception of the Sacraments 

of Initiation, and/or meet other teens in our faith community. 

 

We will meet once per month on a day/time that is convenient for those interested. 

We hope to begin meeting in October. If you, or someone you know, is interested 

in learning more, please call Christy at the Parish office at 845-292-4525 or email 

her at srectory1@hvc.rr.com.  

 

 

 
97 Schoolhouse Rd, -292-4525line at www.stpetersliberty. 

OUR REGULAR WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE 
 

Saturday evenings at 7 PM: 

Mass in Spanish 

 

Sunday mornings at 10 AM: 

Mass in English ** 

 

Sunday evenings at 5:30 PM: 

Mass in English 

 

Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays at 8:30 AM (Mass in English) 

 

       **We will continue to livestream our Sunday morning Mass on Facebook. 
 


